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King the throne of Egypt, and that Louis IX told them
that he would not have refused but for the calamity
which had befallen him. This we consider only a
legend. There is no doubt, however, that the saintly
King remained prisoner till he accepted the Muslim
conditions, the most important of which was the com-
plete evacuation of the Egyptian territory and payment
of a great ransom. He was set at liberty only in the
middle of May, 1250, when the ransom was paid, and
the Mulims resumed possession of Damietta, that is
to say, after about six weeks of captivity. He then
sailed to Acre with the remnant of his army. Jamal
al-Din ibn Matruh, the vizier and a great poet, has
commemorated this event in an everlasting ode in
which he says:
Tell Saint Louis when you meet him the folllowing
truth by an eloquent man.
May God recompense you for what had happened ;
the perishing  of the worshippers  of Jesus
Christ.
You came to Egypt seeking its throne, thinking
that much ado would be of some use.
Fate led you to dense armies the extent of which
you could not see.
You have sent all yo.ur friends through foolish-
ness to the depths of the grave,
Fifty thousand, all of whom are either killed,
wounded or taken prisoners.
Would to God that you could repeat it, so that
Jesus may be delivered of you.
If your Pope approves this, deceit may come from
a counsellor.
Tell them if they propose to return to revenge or
to any bad aim,
The house of Ibn Lokman is always ready, the
chains  and   Sobayh,   the   guard,    are   still
there.